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Fonts and Emotion 

Typography and Meaning 



+ Typography never occurs in isolation.  

Good Typography=  Type Knowledge + Everything Else 



+ In other words, typography is the study of the 

relationships between type designs and the rest of 

human activity - politics, philosophy, the arts and 

the history of ideas. 



+
Typography exists to honor content. 
Meanings of  text (or absence of meaning) can be clarified, 

honored and shared, or knowingly disguised. 

 Statuesque Transparency:   Draw then relinquish attention. 

 Durability:  Timelessness! 

 Legibility: Distinctness for easy perception.  

Emotion:  Living energy. 



+ Letters have a life  

and dignity of  

their own. 

Well-chosen words  

deserve well-chosen  

letters! 



+
So, what do you do? 

1.  Read and understand the text before designing it. 

2.  Analyze and map the text.  Make the visible 
relationship between the text and other elements a 
reflection of their real relationship.   
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Sad Sad 
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Joyful Joyful 
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Confused Confused 



+ Excited Excited 
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Summary   

There are always exceptions, but as a rule, typography 
should perform these services for the reader: 

1. Invite the reader into the text; 

2. Reveal the tenor and meaning of the text; 

3. Clarify the structure and the order of the text; 

4. Link the text with other existing elements; 

5. Induce a state of energetic repose, which is the ideal 
condition for reading. 


