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Slide #4
Hi, my name is Amber and I’m a student at Pacific, just like you.  I’m getting ready to start my research project for Pacific Seminar II. The topic is “what makes a good society?”  I think I will use “MySpace” as my research subject.

Slide #5

First, I start by going to Google and searching for “MySpace.”
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I got 179 million hits!  None of them are really useful though.
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I also read the article in Wikipedia, but my professor says I can’t use it as my only source.  My professor suggested that I ask for librarians for help.
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I am going to the Library to talk to a librarian.  I will stop by the reference desk to see if someone can help me.  Maybe my topic is a little too broad.
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The librarian is helping me to narrow my topic by considering different aspects of it.
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Okay, now I get the idea!  I remember about using “AND” from Module 3.  So, now my topic is myspace AND friendship.
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The librarian reminded me that the library homepage is a great place to start.  First, I used PacifiCat to find some books.
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When I searched for MySpace…
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…I only found one item.
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But then, I can click on the subject heading “cyberspace social aspects” to look for others.
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I found seven more books!
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Here is the one I selected. Let’s see if it is available.
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The book is available, so I just need to go find it on the shelf!
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This is a great start!  Now, I know I will need to find more information.
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I like the book I found.  My professor says I need articles, too.  I have seen a lot of articles in magazines and newspapers, but my professor says I need scholarly articles.  I am not sure what those are so I think I should ask at the library.
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The librarian explained some of the features of popular magazines.
- They are written by staff members

- They have lots of ads and pictures

- They usually want to sell copies of each issue
- They come out frequently-weekly or monthly
- They never have references or bibliographies

Slide #6

The librarian told me that scholarly journals are different. Here are some ways to tell them apart.

- They are written by scholars, like professors or experts
- The publish new,original research

- They have very few ads or photos.
- They only come out quarterly or even less often.
- They always have bibliographies or footnotes that cite the sources of the information.
The librarian also mentioned something called “Peer review”. I learned that this is a group of experts in the subject who analyze an article for quality and originality. It is accepted for publication only after this process.
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I also asked where to find these articles.  The librarian told me to begin at the library homepage, and then look for the link to Databases & Articles.
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I click the link for Databases and the first database I see is Academic Search Premier. This looks like a good place to start so I click on the link to begin.
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When I see the search screen on Academic Search Premier, I enter my search terms, MySpace and friends.
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I have a list of articles, mainly from popular magazines, like USA Today.
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To find more scholarly articles, I may need to use a more traditional term. Another possible term is “social networks” If I combine “MySpace” OR “social networks”…
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… I find a lot more articles.  Many of them are scholarly. Look, here is the “Journal of Marriage and Family.” That looks good!
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Another trick I learned is to limit my search to scholarly articles by clicking on the box.
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Great! Now I know how to locate a list of citations for articles.  Now I need to figure out how I can find these articles and use them for my research.
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I learned how to find a citation for an article in Academic Search Premier.  Now, how do I locate the article?
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Here’s one article that I need for my paper.  I can use the Pacific Link button to locate the article.
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It looks like the article could be full text in Academic Search Premier.  Or it could be full text in a different database.  The article may be located in print, in the Pacific Library!
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If the article is not full text online or in print at the library, I can request it using the Inter Library Loan system.
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When I click the “go” button, it takes me to the Pacific Inter Library Loan page. If I fill out this form, I can have the article in a couple of weeks!
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I’ve found my journal article and learned how to use the library tools to find others. This is really helping me with my research project.

